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March 22, 2017, issue of
The Epoch Times
with a full-page report on the
classic car meeting in
Hattersheim

The Puma Col Europe participated in this meeting with 25
vehicles.

On the following pages, you will find the translation of
this article. These were created using Google Translate.
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The big PUMA event at the classic car show
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Unlike small towns in Southern Europe, which exude a
certain coziness and charming romance, small towns in
Germany convey an impression of simplicity and solidity — a
beauty that seems clear and transparent. Spending time
there, you sense simplicity and down-to-earthness. The
idyllic Hattersheim am Main is just such a small town: it is
usually quiet and pleasant here. But once a year, when the
big event — the classic car meet — takes place, car
enthusiasts and tourists from all over the world flock here.

This year, the fiery passion for samba can be felt even more
strongly in the small town.

The small town of Hattersheim am Main in the Rhine-
Main region.

Hattersheim am Main, a small town in the Main-Taunus
district of Hesse, is located in the Rhine-Main region. It is
located at the center of the Frankfurt-Wiesbaden-Mainz
triangle and is part of the Rhine-Main metropolitan area.
From here, every major city in the surrounding area is easily
accessible — Frankfurt Airport is even just a 10-minute drive
away.

The charm of the small town on the Main

The town has a very long history; according to reports,
people lived here even before the Christian era. However,
Hattersheim officially became a town in 1970. A few years
later, the districts of Okriftel and Eddersheim were
incorporated. Since 1978, the town has officially been called
"Hattersheim am Main," which refers to its location on the
beautiful Main River.

Strolling through the city is easy to find peace. The brick-red
roofs, the classic, fine buildings, and the smiles of the people
on the street all radiate a quiet friendliness. Along the shady
linden avenue, you'll find an Italianate water feature,
completed in 1999.

This water basin is built in the style of the new water
architecture (popular from the late 19th to the early 20th
century) and incorporates many elements of everyday life
from that era. Originally powered by a steam engine, the
basin was later electrically operated. Since 2011, the basin
has been bubbling daily at set times — not only for its beauty,
but also to support water demand during peak times, when,
for example, the Hochst Waterworks or Frankfurt Airport
require more water.

Not far from the water basin is a very beautiful wooden
sculpture garden, built in 1997. The entrance area features
two wooden sculptures.

Small Town Festival — Classic Car Party

The end of May is the most popular time in this small town —
it's when one of Germany's largest classic car events takes
place. Every year, countless classic car enthusiasts from all
over the country come here to celebrate this major event.
Last year's classic car show featured around 2,800 vehicles
from various eras and attracted nearly 70,000 spectators.

The 29th classic car show, "Classics of the Road," will take
place from May 20th to 21st of this year. The theme of this
year's event is "From Two-Wheeler to Automobile." This
means that from bicycles and motorcycles to four-wheeled
classic cars — classics from almost all eras will be on display
here. For classic car enthusiasts, this event is an absolute
must!

At the same time, there will also be a classic car parade. In
orderly rows, historic vehicles will drive through the streets,
accompanied by music, from Hattersheim to nearby
Hochheim. You can not only get a glimpse of these rare
treasures, but also experience them in action. For a brief
moment, you'll feel as if you've been transported back to
another era.

Back to the old days — you'll taste the special charm of the
alternating eras and styles. Some die-hard car enthusiasts
will be able to expertly present, evaluate, and compare
various classic cars — and you'll learn a lot in the process.In
addition to the classic cars, there are many other activities
this weekend reminiscent of a folk festival. In the spring
sunshine, people will enjoy good food and wine and
celebrate the major annual event. To support the festival, the
shops will remain open as usual and even offer special
promotional items and special offers, so that visitors can go
home with full bags and in a good mood.

At a festival like this, children, of course, shouldn't be left out.
As every year, there are carousels, bouncy castles, giant
slides, and colorful balloon pools; everything is prepared well
in advance and just waiting for the children. There will also
be children's bike races and scooter competitions. The
winners on Sunday afternoon even receive a trophy.

Highlight of the event — The PUMA Meeting

The vehicles on display are all unique, some even extremely
rare — for example, this year's display will feature an early
Spider from 1972. Only 153 examples were built back then.

A highlight of the event is the PUMA Sports Car Meet — an
integral part of the classic car scene. This year marks the
20th PUMA Meet, held as part of the event.

According to reports, there are currently only around 80
PUMAs in all of Germany. Nearly 30 of them will be gathered
at the meet in Hattersheim.PUMA is a brand steeped in
legends — the only Brazilian sports car brand. The history of
PUMA is also the history of Brazilian racing cars. The brand
was founded in 1964 by an ltalian immigrant who was also a
landowner and lawyer.

Italian Genaro Rino Malzoni founded PUMA in Brazil. Since
then, PUMA has continued to produce impressive creations.
The streamlined body made of fiberglass-reinforced plastic,
the cleverly positioned rear engine — all of this has captivated
many car enthusiasts.

PUMA's greatest characteristic is that it draws on the
strengths of many brands. Some say that PUMA is Brazil's
Corvette, Porsche, Jaguar, Mustang, and Ferrari all rolled
into one — you can see influences from all of these brands in
PUMA vehicles.

The PUMA model, produced in 1964, was based on a DKW
chassis. Later, it was given a sportier design and became an
eye-catcher on the streets. From 1968 onwards, PUMA used
the VW modular system, and VW remained the basis until
1977. Then PUMA launched the GTI two-seater coupé,
which closely resembled the Ferrari 246 Dino and is now
considered a classic among PUMA sports cars.

The GTI disappeared for a time due to the closure of the
PUMA factory. Production only resumed when the company
came under the umbrella of ALFA Metais Veiculos. However,
production of the PUMA GTI was finally discontinued in
1995.

PUMA places particular emphasis on driving pleasure, which
is why the vehicles are built low, the overall weight is
relatively light, and the equipment is kept very simple —
without any of the luxurious comfort features that are
common today. Anyone who likes PUMA will get their
money's worth in Hattersheim this year.

Author: Wang Yixiao
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Friendly Notes

Anyone interested in participating in the celebration
can receive further information by emailing puma-
cars@weguma.de.

Public transportation is recommended for attending the
event, as Mainzer LandstralRe will be completely
closed during the event and most parking spaces in
the city are reserved for the classic cars.
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Background information on the journal
Epoch Times
Source: WIKIPEDIA vom 09.06.2025

The Epoch Times is a multilingual, international
magazine based in New York, associated with the
Falun Gong group and the New Right in the United
States. [From 2005 to 2012, it was published as a
print weekly newspaper, also in German, initially
under the name Die Neue Epoche, and from
August 2007 under the name Epoch Times
Deutschland.

It consisted of 20 pages. From 2012 to 2021, it was
published as a purely electronic newspaper, and
since 2021, it has again been available as a print
newspaper by subscription.

History

The Epoch Times Germany is part of the
international Epoch Times Group, which was
founded in 1999 in New York by activists close to
Falun Gong, with the publication of the Chinese-
language newspaper Da Ji Yuan, in response to the
suppression of Falun Gong and the associated
media censorship in China.

Da Ji Yuan (Chinese for "Great Epoch") reports in Chinese, in addition to general daily press content, on topics of interest to the Chinese people.Within just a few years,
Da Ji Yuan has developed into one of the largest Chinese-language weekly newspapers outside of China, with a worldwide circulation of around 1.5 million copies.
Currently, print and online newspapers from the Epoch Times Group are published in 36 countries and in 24 languages.

The German edition focuses on the sections Germany, International (with a focus on China), Business, People & Opinions, Knowledge, Culture, and Lifestyle. The
printed newspaper has been available by subscription since 2021.Since the end of February 2025, Erik Rusch has been a member of the Federal Press Conference as a
journalist for Epoch Times Germany.
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